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FROM CAPTAIN BOTOMWORTH.

CAMP AT RAYS TOWN 20th. July 1758

DEAR SIR

I have the pleasure to acquaint you that Yesterday a Runner arrived here from one of

the Parties of Indians which I had sent out to Fort du Quesne & brought the agreeable

News of their having killed & Scalped one Frenchman & mortally wounding two others

near the Fort, they only saw a few Indians but that a great Number of Frenchmen were

at work in some Trenches at a small distance from the Fort I verily believe they are but

weak & that their main Body of Indians is certainly gone to the Northward. I have the

Satisfaction of assuring you that our Troops were all landed in Gabrouse1 Bay and had

sufferd much from the French in their Trenches & Battery which they had erected to annoy

them the Highlanders2 distinguished themselves greatly in this action by falling upon their

Flanks & forcing their Trenches the French abandoned all their Batterys along Shore &

we had made ourselves masters of the Lighthouse Battery & hope before this we are in

Possession of Louisbourg,3 we have also taken a 64 Gun Ship coming in there with a

Transport or two. I'm sorry to tell you that the brave Lord4 was killed in dispossessing

the French of one of their Posts in a Small Island upon Lake George that we had taken

140 Soldrs Prisoners & 8 Officers after landing & were in Possession of the same, I can't
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give you an exact account where Genl. Abercromby was but its thought he must be in

Possession of Ticonderoga before this or repulsed there are various Conjectures. Your

Canteens are not yet come up but are upon the road as soon as they come here shall take

Care to send them, I have desired Mr. Gist to deliver you a dozen of Lemons wch. were

all I could gett The Artillery is at Shippens Town & I expect the Genl. here the beginning

of next Week I have heard that Genl. Stanwix is at Albany collecting all the N York Militia

nothing further remarkable but this I am

Dr. Sir Your much Obliged Hble Servt. A BOTOMWORTH my Complts. to Capt. Stuart

&ca.

1 Gabarouse or Gabarus Bay.
2 Frazer's Highlanders. General Wolfe was so pleased with the behavior of two of these Highland soldiers that he
gave each of them a guinea.
3 Until the 7th of June the high winds and surf had prevented every attempt of the British to land. On the morning
of the 8th, however, wind and swell having abated, the cannon of the English fleet began to play upon the French
works, and shortly after a landing was effected. It is to this action, known as “the battle of the surf,” that Captain
Botomworth refers. It was the opening move against Louisburg, and is of additional interest from the fact that then
the gallant Wolfe made his first appearance in American annals.
4 Lord Howe was killed at Ticonderoga on the 6th of July. For an admirable account of this distinguished officer,
see Letters of an American Lady, vol. ii.; Biography of James Wolfe, Wright. Read, also, Thackeray's Virginians.


